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Henry, in his amazement, hesitated, and stood in
visible agitation. He then retired to a short distance
to consult with his few followers how he should escape
this terrible " judgement of God." He then sum-
moned his courage, and declared that he must first
obtain the opinion of those princes who had adhered to
his cause; that though this trial might be satisfactory
to the few present, it would not have any effect on the
obstinate incredulity of his absent enemies: he adjured
the Pope to reserve the whole question for a General
Council, in whose equitable decision he would acquiesce.
The Pope hardly consented to this request; but as if
conscious that he had himself gone too far, he now con-
descended to receive the King at a banquet, treated
him with courtesy, and gave him much grave advice.

Gregory had sent, in the mean time, Eppo, Bishop of
Zeitz, to announce to the Italian nobles the absolution
of the King. But the Lombards had corae not to see
the King, but the Pope humbled. When they heard
the history of Henry's debasement, they broke out into
furious indignation, glared on the Bishop with fierce
and menacing looks, and loaded him with insulting and
contumelious language. They openly avowed their
contempt for the Pope's excommunication, denied his
right to the Papa'cy, renewed all the opprobrious accu-
sations of adultery and other capital offences against
the Pontiff. Of the King they spoke with contemptuous
bitterness; lie had dishonoured the royal dignity by
his submission to a man, a heretic and loaded with in-
famy ; they had followed him as the avenger of their
wrongs, as the assertoi; of justice and of ecclesiastical
law; he had deserted them in the hour of trial, and
made his own peace by a base and cowardly reconcilia-
tion. Their angry discontent spread through the camp,